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DesignPrep programs attract an ethnically 
diverse group of 86% minority students not 
traditionally reached by design schools. By 
providing students with the opportunity to 
enhance their college applications our 
badging pilot works to directly address the 
lack of diversity in design schools and 
colleges. We can use digital badges to 
develop strong portfolios and enhance the 
skill development in these “out of school 
experiences” to make up for the deficit in 
some of the schools.  



DESIGNPREP:  
FREE TEEN PROGRAMS 



STUDIO WORKSHOPS 



ART AND DESIGN  
COLLEGE VISITS 



STUDIO VISITS 



INTERNSHIPS 



TEEN DESIGN FAIR 



MATRIX 



HIVE FASHION 



FEEDBACK 



DIGITAL BADGE:  

TYPOGRAPHY DESIGN 



TRADITIONAL 

APPLICATION 



BADGE 

INITIATIVE 



Pattern designs 

Emily’s 
DesignPrep 

March 2014 

April 2014 
College visit  

Nike shoe design 

Graphic Design 

Sewing and draping 

Jewelry design 

Fabric selection 

Teen Design Fair 

Adobe Illustrator 

May 2014 

Portfolio workshop 

Screen printing workshop 

HIVE Fashion 



DIGITAL BADGE INITIATIVE  

Halima Johnson 
Digital Education Coordinator 
JohnsonH@si.edu 
T:212-849-8327 

Caroline Payson 
Director of Education 
PaysonC@si.edu 
T:212-849-8382 


